MONTHLY FEATURES



Members will have noticed that the US pages sometimes carry an earlier date than the main newsletter. This is because the US page is added to the main paper newsletter when it is circulated in the US in arrear of the UK edition, so it is actually published between UK paper editions.
MARCH 2006 NEWSLETTER US DIVISION
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‘Well seems like new airline issued cards have cooled off about as oold as the temperature is stdn.mg to get here in Chxcago 1 was able to
attend a Chicago airline show fairly recently, but I don’t believe I found one new card. I did enjoy visiting with many of our members who
were in attendance, and signed up for a table with Chris Slimmer for next summer’s Kansas City Airliners Intl’ show. I'm hoping to
perhaps attend the Frankfurt show in a couple of weeks. I've been scheduled to be in Amslerdam around the time of the show, so I'm
hoping to make a dash down to Frankfurt for a quick look-see. We've managed to “steal away” an individual from the European chapter.
Ken Sanford moved to the U.S. from Switzerland, & we can now claim him as a North American member. Ken, in addmon to oollecung
Imperial Airways & Pan Am postcards, is a collector of acrophilatelic material, and even has his own web site at: | b t
Ken’s web site features some very interesting material such as information about 1* flight covers, crashed airmail, and books for sale on the
subject (one even written by Ken himself). Please add Ken to your membership list & also update Geoff Dryden’s new address.

Ken Sanford, 613 Championship Dr., Oxford, CT 06478-1298 kac: om Int: Aerophilately, Pan Am, & Imperial Airways.

Geoff Dryden, 9568 Manitou Crescent, Windsor, Ontario N8P 1H8 dr 7 et Int: Cards of British & Canadian made aircraft.
Boeing B737 1 dropped by the Boeing store at their HQ in downtown Chicago, and found new issues of their B737, B747, B777, & B787.
Gulf Traveler B767 Nice card from Gulf Air’s low cost subsidiary, operating out of Bahrain & Muscat to destinations in the Gulf & India.
United B777 Another fairly new card from United’s Frankfurt office.
Finnair MD11 Nice new card I received by writing to Finnair’s HQ.
China Air B747 Unusual card that’s painted in Boeing’s “house colors”.
Atlas Blue.Com B737 A new (about two years old) low cost carrier
flying from several European cities to Marrakech & Agadir, Morroco.
Pulkovo TU134 Cool head on shot from St. Petersburg based Pulkovo
who unfortunately suffered a fatal crash of one of their TU154s recently.
Malmo Avro RJ100 Sticker card from this Swedish regional carrier.
Malmo has issued another card with a ground rear view of their RJ100.
euroAtlantic Fleet euroAtlantic has also issued a similar single image
card of their B757. Not sure if they issued any of their L1011 or B767.
Air Bagan Fleet F100 & ATRs from this Myanmar domestic carrier.
JAL CRJ 200 One of at least 3 new cards (I'm aware of) of JAL’s CRJs.
Palm Air B737 A low cost carrier flying out of Bournemouth, England to
leisure destinations using 3 737s. One of 3 OVERSIZED cards issued.
Tuninter B737 One of two cards of Tuninter’s 737, the other a vertical. EOFEING 78¢
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BLAIR'S BOATS

CHARLIE BLAIR 1909 - 1978

Pioneer air mail pilot, chief pilot of transatlantic flying boat carrier American Export Airlines, transatlantic piston engined record holder, USAF fighter jet pilot, married to Irish-American film star Maureen O Hara, owner with her of a Caribbean flying boat airline, tragically killed while flying for them and remembered in Ireland where his widow now lives. These are some essentials of the airline career of Charles (Charlie) Blair, below - a story well documented in contemporary and retrospective postcards. 
Charles (Charlie) Blair was born in 1909 in Buffalo, New York State and learned to fly at age 19 in San Diego, California. He graduated in Mechanical Engineering in 1931 and entered the US Navy, leaving active duty in 1933 but remaining in the reserve. He then joined United Airlines and flew for them until 1940 when he successfully applied for the position of Chief Pilot with the newly founded American Export Airlines. This had been founded by the shipping line of the same name to compete with Pan American on the North Atlantic. Its chosen equipment was the Vought-Sikorsky VS44. Blair test flew all that AEA ordered. Due to the US entering WW2 the AEA did not operate their transatlantic airline but the VS44s operated for the US Naval Transport Service. Charlie Blair flew one such on the first non-stop Ireland-USA flight from Foynes to LaGuardia, New York in 1942. After WW2 AEA briefly operated the VS44 under its new title of American Overseas Airways before replacement by DC-4s in late 1945. AOA in turn was taken over by Pan American in 1950 and Blair went with them. Both he and the VS44 feature on Foynes Flying Boat Museum cards seen here 
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In 1951, using a P-51D Mustang named Excalibur (the same as the VS44).
He set up a transatlantic piston engined flight record (New York-Heathrow) which still stands. Excalibur is now in the Smithsonian museum – non postcard picture below. For some years a commemorative model was on the roof on Queens building and it is believed to have been re-erected somewhere in the airport in the 1980’s – anything known by anybody ? 
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The return flight was made over the pole to Fairbanks Alaska to test his theories on polar navigation and incidentally was the first solo polar flight. At a White House ceremony the following year, Captain Blair received the coveted Harmon International Aviation Award as "the world's outstanding aviator" from President Harry S. Truman. In 1953 he was commissioned a Colonel in the USAF reserve and spent up to 200 days per year on active duty during which he flew most front line aircraft including flights up to Mach 2. In 1956 he commanded the first non stop transatlantic jet fighter flight with 3 Republic F-84F s. In 1962, after leaving PanAm he worked with NASA on navigational issues for proposed supersonic transports. 
However he never lost touch with marine aviation and in 1964 he founded Antilles Air Boats, based at St Croix in the Virgin Islands, using a single Grumman Goose as on the cover card. He had lived in St Croix since the early 60s. and was joined there by Irish American film actress Maureen O hara who he married in 1968. By 1971 he had 21 Gooses (Geese ?) and had also purchased one of the few remaining VS-44s from Avalon Air Transport in California in 1968. After flying it for a year it sustained damage from rocks but Blair arranged for it to be restored for museum preservation. The card below shows this VS44 when it was with Avalon 
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Its replacement was a Short  Sandringham from Australia. Sandringham VH-BRC shown at Hobart with Ansett on a card from Ash Bester RP of Tasmania was built in 1943 as RAF Sunderland and converted post-war for TEAL New Zealand as ZK-AMH. Sold to Barrier Reef Airlines in Australia 1950 it passed to Ansett in 1952. Charles Blair bought it for Antilles Air Boats in 1974 and named it Southern Cross as N158C, later VP-LVE, as on this company card.
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Not a postcard – Charlie & Maureen O Hare Blair at Sydney 1972 to collect Sandringham VH-BRC. 
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Charles Blair returned to Ireland with VP-LVE in 1977 for a season of operating flying boat tours on charter to Aer Arann. John Hinde issued a card for Aer Arann showing the Sandringham at Glengarriff, Co Cork 
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During this tour Blair met Imperial Empire boat captain Jack Kelly Rogers at Killaloe, Co Clare. Their meeting is now featured on another of the Foynes museum cards.  
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But only a year after his return to Ireland with the Sandringham in 1977, Charlie Blair was dead. He still flew services for Antilles Air Boats and in September 1978 he tried to fly one single engined after engine failure. His experience suggested he try to maintain flight by flying close to the water (as was the usual method of the Do,X, for example), but the Goose struck the water, cartwheeled and broke up. Maureen O Hara-Blair kept the company going for two more yeas but then sold up.

The Sandringham was bought by the UK Science museum and ferried back to the UK via Killaloe in 1980. It is on display at the Southampton Hall of Aviation. 
After their home on St Croix was destroyed by a hurricane in 1989 she moved to Ireland. The same hurricane wiped out the fleet of Antilles successor Virgin Islands Seaplane Shuttle. 
Charlie Blair (Brigadier General Charles F Blair USAF) is buried in Arlington Military cemetery, Washington DC. Maureen O Hara still lives in Ireland and is patron of the Foynes museum. 


GIANTS REVISITED

The selection of aircraft for the September article was a little arbitrary and some types were excluded on space grounds or for want of a good enough postcard image. Bill Peters, Maryland, USA wrote proposing the inclusion of the Boeing XB-15 bomber from 1935 and enclosing some photos that he had taken himself in Ohio in the 1930’s. Also a postcard image has become available on a Dutch card. As can be seen it resembled a scaled up early B-17 but with a massive wing which dwarfed its 4 Pratt & Whitney engines. It was indeed underpowered for its all up weight of  70,700 lbs. Top is Bills photo, trimmed of sky, followed by the Dutch card. 
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There are also two French flying-boat candidates, both from Latecoere, the 521 “Lieutenant de Vaisseau Paris” from 1935 and the 631, ordered 1938 but not flown until 1942. The 521 was intended to carry 70 on Mediterranean services or 30 transatlantic, where it was to be used to establish Air France on the North as well as existing South Atlantic services. Neither entered service due to the outbreak of WW2 during which all 5 built were destroyed. The first 521 F-NORD visited Foynes, Ireland on a survey flight in 1938 during which a photo was taken subsequently issued as a postcard by the Flying Boat Museum - complete with reproduction of bends on the original. 
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The 522 version weighed in at 92,594 lbs. Like the 521 it had six Hispano engines 4 tractor and two pusher. The later 631 had all its six Gnome Rhone engines on the leading edge. Later replaced by Wright Cyclones and weighed 157,300 lbs. The 1942 prototype was destroyed while in German hands but 3 were built post war for Air France who issued the following sepia card 
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The 631 carried 46 passengers transatlantic to the French West Indies during 1947-8  and was latery used on cargo services to West Africa by France-Hydro. 
Lastly another Russian, coming between the 1915 Ilya Mourometz and the 1958 TU-114. This is another Tupolev design from 1934, the ANT-20 Maxim Gorky. This was an exercise in  Soviet propaganda, both in its very existence and its equipment which included a radio station, printing press and loudspeakers. It had 8 engines,6 on the leading edge and two pylon mounted above the fuselage. However it was destroyed in a collision with a fighter during a display over Moscow in 1935 which also involved a number of ground casualties. 
The original Maxim Gorky featured in an Aeroflot history series as below 
[image: image16.jpg]AT 20, Maro Fyiorsis ™




Weights have been quoted between 90,000 and 102,000 lbs. After the crash, money was raised by “public subscription” to built a replacement for airline service. This, the ANT-20bis was intended for 64 passengers and dispensed with the two pylon mounted engines. One may have entered airline service in 1940. 
I don’t intend this to be an everlasting series, so anything about this “giant” will be in the next What Do You Know. My guess is the US Barling Bomber from the 20s. Perhaps Bill Peters has the answer again ? 
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THE PEOPLE PAGES

Here are a few faces to put to some names, starting with myself, Doug Bastin, left, & Marvin Goldman from New York taken on a UK visit a few years back – bit greyer now 
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Next Chris Slimmer, organiser of Airliners International 2007, Kansas City MO, USA, taken at Frankfurt 2007.   
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Again at Frankfurt, Graham Cowell left in negotiation with Ken Thom
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Finally Bill Baird in the right hand seat of his Cessna 310 somewhere over the 
USA.
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