MONTHLY FEATURES



Members will have noticed that the US pages sometimes carry an earlier date than the main newsletter. This is because the US page is added to the main paper newsletter when it is circulated in the US in arrear of the UK edition, so it is actually published between UK paper editions.
MARCH 2006 NEWSLETTER US DIVISION
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Thanks to everyone for their timely renewal, and speaking of our members, I may have forgotten to formally welcome onboard Richard Sitron who joined our
club way back in August of last year. Richard’s interests are DC3 & circa WWII or carlier airport cards, and you can find his address (as well as everyone
else) in the latest membership list enclosed with the newsletter. Member Bill Peters sent me an interesting article from the January issue of Barr’s Post Card
News. While there’s not enough room to include the article, it did make the case that you may value your aircraft cards not only (for example) for being older
or airline issued, but also if the plane’s registration number is visible. Knowing the tail number enables you to actually investigate the history of the plane via
the internet. While this may not necessarily make the card more valuable, it could make it more interesting; certainly a point I hadn’t considered before.
Cruzeiro B727-100 Had to start with this card from Brazil to keep a Brazilian theme going from the main newsletter. Thought this issue was quite informative.
Contact Air ATR72 One of a set of 4 partial view cards of Contact Air’s ATR (including a head on, tail, & prop shot) from this Lufthansa Regional carrier.
Alitalia MD11 Alitalia’s Tokyo cargo office seems to issue a New Year’s postcard every year & 2006 is no exception. Thanks to PK Chai for sending it to me.
LAN A340 Formerly LAN Chile, now also LAN Peru & LAN Ecuador, a promotional card I believe issued in Spain along with Kodak promoting a free trip.
Euro Atlantic L1011 This prolific Portugese charter operator has issued at least three new cards (at least new to me) including cards of their B767 and B737.
SN Brussels Airlines A319 & Avro RJ Great looking set which also includes 2 different single ship shots of their A319 & an Avro RJ, all with blank backs.
Norwegian B737-300 One of 2 cards (the other a vertical muti-view). The airline illustrates famous Norwegians on its planes (this one with Fridtjof Nansen).
Air Dolomiti BA146, ATR72, and CRJ200 Great looking set of 4 that also includes individual in-flight cards of Air Dolomiti’s BA146, ATR72, & CRI200.
Air Berlin B737-800 Nice card from an airline that started as an U.S. charter company, but now is German owned, and one of Europe’s top low cost carriers.
Air Paradise A300 Fairly new card, but, [ understand that Air Paradise has now ceased operations due to the effect to of the terrorist attacks in Bali to tourism.
SAS/Braathens B737-600 Another Norwegian carrier, but now a subsidiary of SAS. However, Braathens still claims to be the dominant carrier in Norway.
DBA B737 A non-postcard back card from this German low cost carrier with fare information on the back. Iunderstand DBA is now owned by Air Berlin.
Neos B737-800 Another non-postcard back card (this one with map on back) from this northern Italian carrier, operating flights mostly to resort destinations.
Cirrus Airlines ERJ170 Finally we end on a Brazilian note with this Brazilian manufactured Cirrus Airlines Embraer 170, part of a three card set from Cirrus
including the company’s 1DO328Jet & Dash 8-300 all in a rather plain jane

color scheme. The Embraer 170, by the way, is the type my son now flies. ‘ ‘
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JULY 2006 NEWSLETTER US DIVISION
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T apologize for the tardiness of the newsletter. I've just spent the last seven weeks in Denver training on the B747-400. Seems my company
decided to dump all their “classic” 747s leaving me to come into the 21* century, & start “flying glass”. The training also fell during the time
of the Airliners International Show. But, since my son had arranged his vacation around the show, I decided to sneak over to DC for one day
& meet him there. I think my son faired better finding items he collects, but I found a few cards thru trade & purchase, & enjoyed visiting
with many of our members. Dave Prins may have been the only member venturing over from Europe, though member Leonardo Pinzauti
from Italy emailed me he planned to attend. We’'ve added a member since the last newsletter. Please welcome William Brooks to the club.
‘William E. Brooks, 3 Bankowsky St., Sandwich, MA 02563 Interest: Military, Civil, & Commcrc Avmt

Enjoyed meeting club member Joseph Valachovic I believe for the first time as well as other ¥

members including Armen Avakian, Bill Demarest, Bill Frey, Marvin Goldman, Jack
Greenbaum, Marshall Pumphrey, Chris Slimmer, and Allan Van Wickler. Next year’s show |
will be held in Kansas City July 5th thru 7th, & hosted by none other than Chris Slimmer.
The 2008 show is currently being voted on to be held either in Dallas or Minneapolis.
Air Pacific B747-400 A detachable card from an Air Pacific children’s activity book.
Found this card thru trade at the show along with several other cards featured below.
ANA B737-700 Looked on the ANA web site, but could not find the significance, if any,
of All Nippon’s “Golden Jet” color scheme, but in any casc, it’s a very cool look.
Korean A380 Image of what KAL hopes to fly if Airbus can ever get the planes delivered.
CanJet B737-500 Got a negative response trying to get this card from CanJet. But, luckily
Marvin Goldman had extras of this card at the show that he found up at a NYC travel show.
Continental B777 Another nice card from those prolific German card issuing airline offices.
Condor B757 Celebrating 50 years, the titles on the 757 translate to“We love to fly” similar
to Delta’s old slogan. However, on Condor’s web site the English version says “Born to Fly”.
Air Baltic B737-500 Nice card and very similar to a card by Air Baltic featured a year ago.
Lufthansa B737 One of at least 2 similar cards from Lufthansa for the recent World Cup.
Fischer Air B757 One of two B757 cards from a new (just over a year old) Polish charter
carrier. Not to be confused with previously issued cards of Czech Republic’s Fischer Air.
Yangon Airways ATR72 Oversized card from Myanmar’s principal domestic carrier.
Thai A340 Another oversized card & though still “Smooth as Silk, Thai has new colors.
Air Malta A320 One of 3 new cards from Air Malta. Member & Air Malta Captain Robbin
Zammit sent me this card & pointed out that that the airplane pictured is actually an A319.
Finnair ERJ170 Finally, a new regional jet for Finnair.
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HERE BE GIANTS

Although the long term trend in air transport has been that bigger = better, history is full of contrary examples of too big, too soon. It is possible that the A380 may be one of these, as the rise in fuel prices and concern about emissions may point to a return to fewer transocean flights between fewer destinations. But this may come too late and the B787 is cleaning up in the current market based on proliferation of city-pair services. Curiously Boeing went ahead with the 747, the one undoubted winner in gambling on size, because it had lost out 40 years earlier in undersizing the 247 against Douglas competitors. 
If there is a start point for giant aeroplanes, (We will exclude airships , which have their own sizing rules) it is probably the Russian designs of Igor Sikorsky, pre WW1, notably the Ilya Mourometz. This was however little known outside Russia at the time. It featured 4 engines, an early example of this widely adopted configuration, and an outside “promenade deck” which was not imitated. The Russian Artist card in the next group of cards. 
The oft used title “giant aircraft” was probably first used for the German multi-engine bombers of WW1. Publicly known as Gothas these were built by several companies including Zeppelin.  The British response was the Handley Page series of multi-engined bombers culminating in the 4 engined V1500 intended to bomb Berlin. This had a take-off weight of 24,000 lbs. I will use weight as a measure of size, as span ceases to be comparable after the introduction of wing sweep. 
Claimed to be the then worlds largest, the Siemens-Schuckert RVIII was the ultimate German bomber. It had 4 propellors driven remotely from 6 fuselage mounted engines and weighed in at 35,000 lbs . It never flew, being wrecked on the ground by a runaway propeller.  
On these cards the HP V1500 is by Tuck. The back text says “This photograph gives an idea of the machine particularly the size of the fuselage” Its dimensions were Span 126 ft, length 52ft. The lower picture is an anonymous German card of the Siemens Schuckert RVII – predecessor of the RVIIII. 
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But in the US, the little known Lawson C-4 Airliner, built in Milwaukee in 1919 had a weight  of  111,000 lbs and was supposed to carry 26 although only 14 seats were ever installed. The designer was Burnelli, later to develop flying-wing designs (see June issue). Lawson claimed he would have 100 flying transcontinental services centred on Chicago but the first flight with a full load proved the design to be underpowered. A three –engined larger development totally failed to become airborne .  
Use of metal construction tended to increase weights – the British built but German Rohrbach inspired 3 engined Beardmore Inflexible of 1928 weighed in at 37,000. Intended to be a transport, it was transferred to the RAF for trials on corrosion of metal structures. A wheel survives in a UK air museum. 
The Lawson Airliner is on a card from a Milwaukee Museum. The Beardmore Inflexible is by Real Photographs Ltd 
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However the first “Giant” to really make a public impact was the German Dornier Do.X 12 engined flying-boat of 1924. This was due to the combination of size, number of engines and the way it was used to promote the revival of the German aircraft industry after WW1, including well publicised, but not particularly successful atlantic flights. With 12 engines and an all up weight of 115,000 it was originally fitted with German built Bristol Jupiters but later replaced by Curtiss Conquerors. It was built on the Bodensee (Lake Constance) also the home of Zeppelins, but on the Swiss side due to post WW1 restrictions. It was never used in commercial service and was finally placed in a Berlin museum where it was destroyed by bombing. Two others were built for Italy but these also were not used commercially. 

The card is one of many German issues 
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In the 1930s developments in speed overshadowed those in size. Some cards even describe the DC-3 as a “giant airliner”, even though the old Imperial Airways HP.42’s were larger. One odd fact is that the HP.42 s taken over by the RAF in 1940 became the widest span biplane ever used by the service. The DC-4E of 1938 was a relative giant at 65,000 lbs but the real Douglas giant of the time was the B-19 bomber at 140,000 lb. which should have flown in 1938 but actually did not complete until 1941, so delays are nothing new. By that time production had been concentrated on the B-17 and B-24 but the B-19 provided test data which went into the subsequent B-29 and B-36. It was finally scrapped at Davis-Monthan, Arizona in 1946. 
This is not from a postcard although several exist. 
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The B-19 was superseded as the largest US aircraft by the Convair B-36 and its cargo equivalent the XC-99. The B-36 initially had 6 piston engines but later models added 4 jets. Weight was 370,000 lbs showing the order of magnitude technology advances arising from WW2. It was the first “giant” since the WW1 bombers to enter service in any numbers and was the mainstay of the US nuclear bomber force until the arrival of the all-jet B-47. 
Only one of the double – deck passenger derivative the XC-99 was built. A civil version was 204 seats was proposed and formed the basis of the Pan American “Future Clipper” postcard set of the mid-1940s, which in many ways foresaw the 747. Stored out of service in a variety of locations, it has now been restored for the USAF museum in Dayton. 
Early B-36 on Plastichrome P691 & a PanAm XC-99 based Future Clipper card 
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Moving from the B-19 to the B-36 ignores one of the most controversial giants, the 8 engined Hughes Hercules wooden flying boat. The title “spruce goose” was originally an insult. 
Estimates of what its all-up weight would have been vary from 300,00 to 400,000 lbs. The story of its disputed first flight and subsequent storage is well known. For a long time displayed with the Queen Mary at Long Beach it is now at McMinnville, near Portland OR.  Many cards featured the Long Beach location but , for a change, here is the Hercules in its current location – this is a Web download, not a postcard. 
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Post WW2, the cult of giant took firm hold in the UK with proposals for large landplane and flying boat designs which became the Bristol Brabazon and Saro Princess. The Brabazon had 8 engines driving 4 propellors in an arrangement which harked back to the Ww1 german giants. Centaurus props were fitted to the prototype but Proteus turbo-props were intended for the later Brabazon 2. In practice only the one was built. The hangar and runway at Filton built for the Brabazon later served for Britannia and Concorde assembly and flight. The Brabazon flew in 1949 and, at an all up weight of 290,000 lbs was the largest landplane ever built in the UK. Both prototypes were broken up in 1953. 
French Brabazon photo card 
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The water based equivalent the Saro Princess did use the Proteus turboprop in a similar coupled configuration with 8 coupled engines and two singles. It did not fly until 1952 by which time BOAC had abandoned flying boat services. The three prototypes, only one of which flew were stored at Calshot  until 1967. The second and third aircraft were cocooned before launch and towed direct from the slipway to Calshot. At 330,000 the Princess was the absolute largest ever UK built heavier than air aircraft. 
Two retrospective Princess photo cards. 1952 launch in the BBC-Hulton plain back series & over Farnborough by Pamlin 
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It was left to the Soviet Union to realise the concept of the giant turboprop with the Tupolev Tu-114 which entered service in 1961, 4 years after first flight. At 363,000 lbs it outweighed both the British designs and unlike them went into service on Aeroflot routes both transatlantic and transcontinental. 
Princess Artist Card by Banister for Salmon & Aeroflot Tu-114 issue 
[image: image13.jpg]


Turning back to the military, the B-36 had proved the viability of the large bomber, so it was natural that Boeing would plan for a “Jet B-36” as a development of their 6 jet B-47. The result was the 8 jet B-52 which first flew in 1952 and in developed versions, remains in USAF service today with the prospect of many more years to come. Developed versions weighed 488,000 lbs. 
Experience of large aircraft led Boeing to consider a leap in size for its development of the 707 airliner. As they say, the rest is history with the Boeing 747 being by far the most successful launch of an aircraft whose size outstripped any equivalent in current service.  The initial series weighed in at 710,000 lbs which has reached 870,000 lbs in the later Model 400 and will go further with the proposed -800.  The -400 outweighs the Lockheed C-5 Galaxy military freighter which took the USAF contract which Boeing had thought might be the fall-back position if the airliner 747 was unsuccessful and which determined the high cockpit layout. 
The Galaxy was in turn outweighed by the Soviet, now Ukrainian Antonov An-124 which now has something of a monopoly on civil airfreighting of very heavy or unusually shaped loads.  
B-52G on After the battle P315, C-5 Galaxy by Baumann, Switzerland and An-124 in joint Heavylift/Volga-Dnieper colours – by Dennis for Heavylift. 
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This in turn gave rise to the Antonov 225 six-jet, designed originally to piggy-back the  Soviet space shuttle but now, after a period in storage, back operating in the heavy freight charter market – it was actually in Manchester a few weeks back. At 1,322,000 lbs it outweighs the A.380 (1,235,000)  and is currently the worlds largest aircraft. – non postcard picture below.
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