CLUB NEWS


Exits and Entries
As usual this issue comes out late in the month to catch the last few membership renewals. As usual some have dropped out but there have also been new members, whose details will be found in the 2003 membership list enclosed with this issue or E-mailed to on-line members.  We are hoping for additional membership enquiries consequent upon having been featured in the “High Society” club promotion page in the UK publication Aeroplane Monthly, April edition.  (see copy at the end of this section)  

The new members are, in the UK 
Chris Bower, Alan Field, Steve Benz, Paul Gibbons, Michael Lindley
And overseas 
Peng Kong Chai in Malaysia, Chris Watt in France and Adolf  Draeger in Germany. 
A few members wrote to discontinue their subscriptions but the majority of non-joiners have just faded away. Given that one suspects that the age profile of the club is slanted towards the upper half, if not the upper quartile of life, it is likely that some are, in all respects, no longer with us. This brings me to the issue of recycling of collections in which we all have an interest in preventing collections being destroyed through ignorance. Last year I was approached by a distant relative of a late member, who was nevertheless his executor. She was asking for help in how to best realize funds from the collection, proceeds of which had been willed to the RAF Benevolent Fund. Essentially the options in this case range from investing time to sell the cards direct, or selling through other collectors and/or dealers. Having reached a satisfactory arrangement to all parties, many items from this collection have now passed to other collectors worldwide, and, additionally provided a lot of source material for the article on Real Photographs Ltd in this issue. It seems possible that other members with no other plans for their collections might also wish to suggest that the Club be used in this way. 
To turn from contemplation of the rise and fall of collections, there is very positive news, at least in the UK, of the Heathrow catalogue. Three months after issue it is the most successful in the UK market but, as expected, lags behind the type-based issues in overseas sales. For anyone put off by the “airport” theme it is worth stating that, certainly in the “black & white era” the majority of cards are of aircraft, not buildings, for the simple reason that the buildings, huts or even tents, were nothing to be proud of. 
There is no pre-planned Catalogue for 2003. Indeed there may be a problem doing any more. This is due to the almost 100% increase n the price of colour ink. Heathrow could only be produced at a sensible price because over 50% of the cards were black and white – which had the additional bonus of allowing print-from-CD with enhanced quality as in the Newsletter. Of the subjects canvassed in the past, Handley Page Airliners 1919-1960s would meet the 50% criteria as long as there was limited representation of the Herald. A decision will be made by June and one factor would be the willingness of Imperial collectors to list their HP holdings. 
Lastly some reminders to those who access www.aviapc.com to see newsletter images in colour and also pick up on inter-newsletter news. 
 Firstly, a new quiz has been posted from which one can win free membership – the results of the last are shown also. Secondly, with the membership renewals closing, the password will change shortly. The user-ID will remain as “member”, but, if the 2002 password “year10” no longer works, then you should use the 2003 password “Wilbur” - with a capital "W". Now you only have to remember which Wright brother it was and how to spell it. 
  
Doug Bastin                                                                      March 2003
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The Aviation Postcard
Club International

ELTIOLOGY — the collection and |
study of postcards — is, believe it
or not, the third largest collectable
hobby in the world, surpassed only
by coin and stamp collecting.
Postcards, in one form or another, have
been printed and collected for more than
150 years, with depictions of people, historic
events and feats of human endeavour
becoming some of the most sought-after and
valuable social documents of the 19th, 20th
and now 21st Centuries. With the advent of
powered flight came the introduction of
aviation-themed postcards, which became
immensely popular during the pioneering
days of the early 20th Century, and continued
to be printed throughout the development of
aviation over the following 100 years.

The UK-based Aviation Postcard Club
International was formed in the mid-1980s by
a group of aviation postcard enthusiasts who
became aware of a number of similarly-minded
individuals who shared their hobby. Many of
these collectors became attracted to aviation
cards from other collecting interests; some were
diehard spotters recapturing the scenes of their
youth; some found a route in through aerophi-
lately (aviation stamp collecting) and many
found that postcards constituted a major part of
their collection of memorabilia about specialist
aviation subjects. Occasionally collectors met at
postcard fairs and at early swap-meetings held
near Heathrow for airline card collectors, and it
soon came to light that the hobby had its advo-
cates in mainland Europe and the USA, where
the World Airline History Society had been
established for airline memorabilia collectors. A
worldwide network soon took shape for the
exchanging of cards; all the more remarkable
for the fact that this was before the days of
global communication via the Internet.

The club was founded by Phil Munson,
whose own speciality is collecting postcards on
the many transatlantic pioneer flights of the
1920s and "30s, which formed the basis for his
ok Conquest of the Atlantic: Pioneer Flights
19-39 (Stenlake Publishing, 2002). The club
idly grew to over 100 members worldwide
i membership currently stands at 150,
uding 40 in North America and many
rs throughout Europe and the Far East.
e of the diversity of interests amongst

with two main benefits; a quarterly
letter and a comprehensive list of mem-
1d their respective collecting interests,
members to exchange postcards and
ts. Each newsletter includes regular
of interest, a worldwide listing of
" shows, a report on Internet post-
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card auction sites and
a piece of detailed re-
search on a specific
card of interest in
the Worth a Second
Glance section.

After eight years at
the helm, Phil Mun-
son handed over the
editorship of the
newsletter to Doug Bas-
tin, whose background in information technol- |
ogy enabled the club to establish its own web- |
site at www.aviapc.com. Managed by one of
the club’s German members, the website
enables the public to view and download
newsletter articles and full-colour images not
available in the printed newsletter, as well as
providing a means of broadcasting the most up-
to-date news. The club has also published four
catalogues of themed postcards to date, subjects
including the de Havilland Comet, Vickers
VC10, BAC One-Eleven and Heathrow Airport,
all with a hundred or more card reproductions
and full card listings.

Although the club does not hold meetings as
such, members meet up frequently at aviation
collectors’ shows, where the club often mans a
stand where fellow collectors can meet,
exchange cards, or offer their spares for sale.
The club also provides speakers on aviation
postcard history for various local societies on a
regular basis. The club will be out in force at the
2003 Birmingham Aviation Fair on September
6, so if you fancy finding out more about being
an aerodeltiologist, go along and talk to the
experts or simply ring the contact number
on this page.

Society aims

1 To promote and encourage interest in all aspects of
aviation postcard collecting

2 To put collectors with similar interests in touch with
each other in order to buy, sell and exchange postcards

3 To support groups of collectors engaged in research on
specific aviation postcard subjects |

LEFT & BELOW Postcards
from the age of classic
airliners are highly
rated by collectors. On
the left is a part-colour
BOAC card from 1947
of a Constellation
superimposed on a
New York background,
and below is a much

. sought-after airport
postcard of a Starways

DC-4, G-APEZ, at

. Speke, Liverpool, in

‘the mid-1950s.
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Contact:

Phil Munson

25 Kerrill Avenue

0Old Coulsdon

Surrey

CR5108B

Tel 01737 551817
Website www.aviapc.-
com

Membership:
150 worldwide

Subscription rates:
Annual subscription:
UK £6. Overseas
US$15/Eurots by post, or
US$10/Euroo if joining
online

What you get:

Four newsletters per
year,a members’
directory, access to the
restricted members’
areas on the website,
and discounts on the
club’s catalogues.
Aeroplane readers are
offered a complimen-
tary copy of the latest
newsletter if responding
to this article
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